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his Treafures when he leaves this World, 
and enter naked and. folitary into the 
next World, where he; will be por for 


erer? He 1s rich that carries with him 


Divine. Graces and Comforts, the Frea- 


fures of the Soul, when he. dyes, and 7 


takes poſſeſſion of the Inheritance ande- 
filed, - that paſſes not away, How Often 
do Worldly Mcn in. their laft hours, 


when. the thoughts of the Heart. are; ? 
declare! with moſt feeling , and .leaft F 


affetation, condemn. their - unaccoun» 
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Ap ons on things below, and_ veg 
things above ; that with fuch- Le 
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'Tn others,” the" Teprofie” is" ok br oSe 
foms 3 [their AﬀeQions arc'intenſly 
"entirely fot on the 'W World,” tl 
'difcovery''is not {0 viſible"? * 
:the circumſpe&t cari be ſafe; '< 

-In order-t&'the rrifying "this T ef by 
the — ; means; *warli ſhe -- y' 
Bleſſing; will be -very uſe Fhevir 
ward uy of - the - greedy 
tenacious. bamonr of the- « 
the irregula 
ent 5.;the Jealouſis' of fn 
o higbly. valued 77 and” Rich, | 

ora -all poflible future wants; ' %s 
"0 take's ry theſe cauſes," confi 

w-C> "Thereare Treaſures iffiviits y ihe? 
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Pat. being poorer for giving, ""Tbe | 
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We wo uf rely oh his 
= z hdr is a ray. foundation: = 
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| the- orher- wants, | ttiakes ſuch ai” equi- 
poiſe between rhe 'Rich and: its Poor, 
that they cannot- 'be disjoyiwd. : 
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j xhers to/us, [clin aids of Kindneſs.” 
neficence joyn'd with Innocence, tendet 
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fully- - Charity is: a produRtive: Grace, - 

that enriches the giver-more-than-the re+ 

CElVErL, » FR: the. Lord ee ; jor 

ance, andthe firſt fraits of thy #pcres/e, 

| A nf ſball thy peg Fo with plenty;: and 

thy Preſſes burſt ' out with new Wine, -- He 

that gives to the Poor, lends to the Lord 2 

He ſigns bimſelf our. Nebtar- for, what. is 

laid out for him, and be will pay .it with 

{atereſt ; not only with: Eternal ;'Trea- 

ſures hereafter, but in -outward Bleſſings 

here... Riches obtain?d;by-regular means, 

are the effects and effuſions of -his Boun- 

ty ; but ſometimes! by; ie ues wy 

he gives a preſent. Reward, - as:by: His 

own. Hand. - As there-arg numergQus-Ex+ 

amples of God's blaſting the Coverans, = 

either, by a Angrene in. their, Eſtates; - 
thar .conſumes, them! before. theis:! 

or. 'by.; the. Luxury. and; Profuſeneſs:: of 

their Children; ſo ?ris as viſible herprof- 

erage lenciful {ametimes. by:a ſeereb | 

bleſſiog diſpenſed by..as inviſible. Hand, | 

and "fometires-in ſucceeding) their dilir 

gent Endeayours in their, Callinggo)inqn/?t - 

But *tis obje&ed, the-Liberal are:not 

always proſperougs . To this a clear, An- 

(wer may be given, 2: | 8 4iT" 
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Lowe ary I it better not to bi 
them - But he always rewards them in 
kind, or eminently in giving more excel- 


reward 'more worthy the, deſires of a 
Chriſtian, than the things of this World. 
Our Saviour aſſures the youn Man, Sell 
all,. and give to the. Poor, and 
have Treaſure in Heaven. Eternal H 
are i oe more ne an Tow Ws 
Poſteſhons. Apoſtle charges _ 4 
th. LN: 0 ao good, to he rib i in good pt = 
BY fo i fribare, willing #0 com- > 
municate, laying up for themſelves s good | 5 
foundation, (on of «merit but aſſurance) 
againſt the time to come, laying hold of 
Eternal Life. * If I. could dire& the Co- E 
vetous, how to exchange a weight of -- - 
Silver . for an equal weight of Gold; 'or - 
a weight" of Gold for an equal whe "_ 
of Diamonds, how attentively 'w: 
nz uk. __ Wo be ow" 


rofitable Counſel? But w 
n-is there between ' Earth 
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the Grace of CRONT 
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and conceaPd,-more' fily 
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Hlind towards others, and- 
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bis Brother without 4 6 ſeis liahy , 
zag ; whoever . ſays racbs, that 
15: Anger” contumeliouſly:, "+ 


No Conpcil ; but 
_ fhal be paniſt/d with 1 r 
. Men are apt to preſume of their in | 
Qual Abilities, : One ſays, 1 {ity 
Learning, as. thoſe who are. 
Study, and. whoſe Lamps. ſhine 
night, but .T-have a ſtock. of. 
| Reaſon; or o have not! a quick. 
yang reg have "har Le 
ave not Eloquence,. but 
The high conceit 
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worth declares it Of 
- Sometimes'*tis. tranſparent 


fin are their Exe and | their | 
redone #f. Carr : 
arr 


proclaims their Pride. © - 
2. An' inordinate deſire of Ron 
and Praiſe, is another: | 


i] The defire of Praile is fowediin 


3 mane Nature for © ends..;. t6rey 

" "3 firain chem from. thoſ alluring; 

| that will ruine; their reg and. ; 
D excite them to do thi D | 
"| ficial to yo nega 


of doing 


to eB, End fs Fre Phe Bel. _ 
The wiſe ood Name 


reher to be cho 


ball be proifed.  . DER Xs 
oltle, excites us to ftrive after | 4 
| ls, by. motives from. Re- | vH 
tation ,/ .as well as from 
prin. things are true 

ence, ; honeſt, for Fame, whatſaever 
Juſt as , for Conſcience, 
are lovel "for Efteem, , if there be 
tue in oar r ſulves,. | Ker | 
to. pr ate. if, thinks on th 
Bur ae 2a lam: defies of 
men, the being;incens'd againlt 0 
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exivious. or-enemies that deny it, the 4 wo 
wn Ju for unworthy Cauſes, 
- there Is no true Virtue, there is noJ 
ral) the terminating it on, our ve: 
transferring it to God, 'are the 
Mts of a vaih- glorious Mind.” - Pri 
undervalues G 6 in-it (elf, and | 
ſpeas it only for_the ſhadow. that a: 
tends 1 it. Praiſe is a Muſick fo in ant= -/ 
ing, that it inclines Men to believe that 
to be true which is pleaſin , and. which 
they deſire others ſhould believe hg 
true. ' A Philoſopher. when 'a Box of | 
Ointment of precious Colpnrns, w 
preſented co him, feeling. his Spirits re: 
viv'd” with its Pragrancy , , broke forth. 
with indignation againſt thoſe Eff! 
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| perfivs that perfurhe tlicir Hair and Ha- | | 


ts with "it for vicious ends; and made : 
the uſe of it diſBraceful. But when | praiſe, 
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that is ſo ſweet and powerful, A morindl | 
' t6 encourage generous Minds to the a =: 


frees of Vertue, is beſtowed on” wo! 
{s' perſons, *ris more deteſtable;” 
poiſonous flowers of falſe praiſe” ire pers 
nicious to tlioſe who are; deceiv*d**: a 
plea&d with them. ? Tis the 1nfelleity os 
thoſe who are in the h RE dig Maity, to: 
whom *tis uneaſie to'U -into theh 
ſelves, and take a Rods S- or? 
- their internal State, * nan oem" on th 
Whatſh and x diſpleaſings they be 
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ho are like 
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with. its own 
reign Luſtre; anditz 
to. eſteetn Praiſe a$s-2 | 
Vertue, and Vertue Hs \F 
ud Man as-proud, prefers. 
yr ſhadow of Vertue Es 1 
As a vain. Woman would, 
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hemer !) aud-T have muile'te | | 
hus Nebachadnezzar boaitec 
in his Palace,” Is not this es 
that 1 have built for: the: | 
an by _ _ ghe pY | 
. the glor « Majeſty * 
ALIA wv on the centre” of: h T : 
Earth, and raiſed its Towers to rhe Heas > : 
VERS. 1+, DIVER(E. 
'This Pride is attended with: ahps 
ance and confidence in their own" dire 
Qtion to contrive, and ability to | acconms 
. pliſh their deſigns ; and with aſſuming? - : 
the glory of all their ſucceſs: intirely'to 
themſelves. The proud manage! In 
affairs independently ' upon the 'Provi- : 
dence of God, who is 'the Authorof all”: 
our Faculties and: the efficacy of them,” 7 
-and totally _— the twoeſſential: pare Z 
of Natural Religion, Prayer and X 
or very ſlightly perform che-external part; 
without thoſe -inward A ecbions that are. 
the Spirit and Life of them; *Twas:the 7 
wife Prayer of Agar, Give me not 
left I be fall, and dewy 1hees” God f 
cautions his. People againſt *this''dange - | 
Dcut. 8.17,18. rous Sin, Beware thos \ orget not-the. Lord; 7 
_y ſo in pt Heart, \.my-power and. as. ] 
hr of no Hand, bath gotten. -mit this 
Weahh: Reweiaber,? tis he that givenths. | 
power to get: Riches. And®*tis. equally: 2 # 
ugrrons , ſt Mien thaul Attributs: /: 
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Viftories oe Profecti Htinny kind, ar. 
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Pzudence / and: Power, - without 
andthankful obſerving andacknowl 
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do phy are caprenr vic ths: aggrava- 
tiog:Hriztheir ſinning ; - They:dealr proudly Neh. g. 16,17, 

| and heider'd their necks, and barkern'd nat: 

| 79 the Commaniments, and- refuſed to obey. | 

*| Prbud: Sinners” are introduced boaſting; -Y 
| OnriTangees are our:own, who: i Lord over 0 
* +? They will endure. no-reftraints, but  - E 
afe. javicl and..Jooſe, asif hey were _— 
above. fear and d anger. 'Tis true, there 4 
ats-few ſo. prodiguly wi wicked as to 
pak: thus -; : bus: Aftions have'a 
anguage as deceive: as their Words: : 
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Spiritual PerfetFion,, 

2, When Divine Judgnients arevſknf 
to corre& the diſſolute 'difſorders 5 
World, and Sinners ſhould with wa- © 
EE nd 6 wel 
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they proceed m their *Wic 42 
God were not always Preſent to. < thair 
Sins, nor Pure'to hate then), 'nox''R 
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Apoſtle py | ; 
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rien rrp to an _ 

eighth of P as.'tq 
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of God's de oy reform:ithem my ole ce ; 
Qions, char: k 'for 'relief-in EZ 
Buficeſs or Pleaſures, /'provolie C 5 
more feverei: inflictions' ofthis : I 
Bui thoſs! firly o Ei "Netores tea | ; 
weilb ce froget 8 bs ; aro/iol 6 con _ 


IS 7k ns ot Fe & gs Ss WY LOW. OY Oz the EEE WF px LN Ag 
- Ty RE It es es Rane un eee! "W915 Xo be ae 44 PLE 
Er La So Ea! SWAN Att: MR on 


the-air; 


ww * 


72 


hs tee YR >> OY 

Spiritual Perfeftiol, 3 
juſt Publican was rather juffified than the © 
provid Boarlferr + 203 tore org 
"This ſpiritual Pride'is very: obſervable 
in the ſuperſtitious , who meaſuring'Di# 
vine Things with Humane?” from” that | 
mixture of imaginations, intfoducs/ears” _ 


nal Rites"into th WeSiref God; and” 
yalue themſelves upon'thelt”opinionative 
Goodneſs” :' They- miſtake' the fivellitg 
of a Dropſie' for ſubſtantial/growth, and 
preſume themſelves to be more holy! thi ' 
others, 'for "their proud fingularity;”* Sas 
perſtition is like Ivy, that twints'aboyt 
the Tree, and-is its ſeeming'-ornament; 
but drains its vital Sapz ard under"fts 
verdant Leaves covers'a CarcaG :- This 
carnal Ceremonies ſtem to'adorn" Reis 
gion, - but really diſpirit}, «and weaken 
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thos cat down tart a og that didſt mea-: 
kefsinktions., Herod for uſur urPinS, arias 7 
Hanour. was devour'd iby..Worms: ': x 
" there:are —_—— Gods L 
le. Wrath;\upon. the Proud. 113 Þ 
23 Pride /is very. odiaus inthe Gght- af F 
Men; | therefors;|it - often; borrows tha 3 
wask-of Humilityt0 obtain.its ends; :but: | 7 
*tiszalways odipus.to 6 who. ſecs. the' 7 
wolt intimate workings of-it in-the heart,” 7 
A proud Man. an Enemy. to. the. more: } 
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pared aid eleviced 


eos 2's the charmir 
World -infipi 3nd nauſeous: 
ding ro the excellency. "of the Objedts, 
ane the foray and- yigour of the Fa- 
cuſties upon them, ſuch is the 
Sel i chat refults from their” union. 
y- Soul is a Heaven 'inhj 
bh the Bearhs of © the Sun of Righre- 
ouſhels; x Paralliſe planted with immor- 
tal Fruits, the Graves of the fan | 
Spirit; and God walks iti it; Colmmont- 
cating the ſeriſe of His Love; + 
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| of him, andthe more; clear revelatigns 
of his 'Love-are: communicated 1 0, 4s, 
The more we are freed -from- the cl uh ns, 
of Sin, and. bondage. of Satan, the n 
joyful and Slocious is our Liberty: 
deed: the Saints ;are ſometimes in -darkat+ 
nels,” but. their Sorrows. are from.th wy pe i 
defects in. Holineſs-;- from. their not img 
Proving; the means of Grace, . wherek 
they might: riſe to. PerfeQign ,: Fore 
when Sadneſs oppreſſes us, / the vital $ ; 
rits retire to the Heart, .and are ihuty up! ; 
in their ſprings, that Nature don J 
perform-its operations. wich delight ;. {ai} 
when the Holy Spirit, the, Eternal. my 
forter, is grieyed, by, our cone 
pure. Motions, he withdraws his. co my 1 
torting Influences, apd. the Saul is 1 
deſolate. The Experience of, all; 
Saints is demonſtration, that Relig 
the more it faſtens us to our Dury, 
to God, by the-bands:of Love, the hap 
pier we are ;; and that the ſtate of a'res:. 
newed Chriſtian, is ſo-far from, bea on , 
gloomy and . melancholy ,- that "ris xt 4 
joyful beginning « of Heayen. wm 
By, excelling 1n Holineſs, our. fm 
Glory will be increas'd.  'The lite ar 
order. of Government conſiſts. in the dil 
penſiog Rewards and Paniſhmeas Go 
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will degrees; p: 1CCO! *; Ng 
grees of . their Holineſs. . Nots 
were any Merit in our Works to: pro- 
cure the Eternal: Reward; /which is the 
Gift of his: moſt free Lovezubut his Love 
rewards us according ' to- his 'Promile , 
that they who. ſow : bountifally , - ſhall reap 
bountifully ; and in proportion, as the ; 
Graces of the Saints are exerciſed here, 

their Glory will. be in Heaven. Tn this 

the Goodneſs of - God is admirable, he 

works all in us, and rewards-his own 

work : His Service is the beſt ; for he 

that commands, works-;--and- he that 

obeys, reigns... If we reſpe& the Glory 

of God, and our own, let us endeavour 

to be compleat in Holineſs. 

| *Tis true, God beſtows his Favours as 

"| afree Lord, and liberal BenefaQor, - va- 

' riouſly 3 but he diſtributes Rewards in 

the next Lifeas a Governour,- a 

, to the inviolate Rule eftabliſh'd by his . 
- Wiſdom in his Word. As the quality wo 
- = of the Reward. is according to the-kind | . 
- = of our Works, ſo the degrees are-ac» 
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is amiſs, and frequent. 


Will now. procestito deckattit mcans 
that are: effectual: for; our. obcaining 


Holineſs in; degrees: of emiathce. 
I, Un- 


r. Unfeigned Faich, i in-the.L 

Chriſt who is the' Gn 
and:exemplary Cauſe pep nh lis 
_ neſs, and A ns flowing from'it.-Þ Ne E- 
Deathrof Chriſt -was our: _— not 7 
only to releaſe us from the- Curſe of i 
Lam inſeparable in the deſign 0 2 
were ein 

Redeemer -;-and-are inthe 7 —_ npiu, 
ment of -it :. None are pardar', bart 
are{anQified. If ther 

—_— of :God in us, had Ge nlp | 
te for the reſtoring us to his ar 1 | : 

our Saviour*s dying had been unnecel a 2 
ry ;. his Inſtruction and:Exam ple, 

the nating Spirit's EY 

been ſufficieat -- But-till our Guilt v 
expiated, the Fountain was. Gab, 
 emanations of Divine Grace flow'd fq 

Chrift gave himſelf for us, that he 

redeem us from all iniquity,” and ; 

ro himſelf. a peculiar People, ws 
good works. \ 

Chriſt is the efficient Cauſe fy 1 
Holineſs. . We receive from: Godzthe. 
Author of Nature, the: Natural ate,: 
with all its Faculties ; and by theopns- 
currence previous and- concomitant: of: 
his powerful Providence, - we att in the- 
order of Nature : But the a - 3 
Life is conveyed to- us from-the:S :: 
God, the Mediator ; ; Of:# his fulm 


Aion, The Holy Spirit 
who inſpires. us: wk 'the: ot Life;,: 
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clear and qualified for ſight,-/ yet; ns 
cellary there'be a.ſupervenient Light20- 
irradiate” ws wack and any Fon fern 
Spirits,” that there may-he.a ery 
Objets :.- Thus after. 4 rapes tor 
.by habitual Grace; thereis y.the 
exciting aſſiſting Grace of the Spin, to 
draw 1t-forth into. exerciſe -eyery hour. 
The Sun is the heart of the World from 
which all vital cheriſhing Influences: are 
derived ; Thus from #he Suz of "Righte- 
ouſnefs with healing in bis wings, Conti- 
nual Jnfluences proceed; without which, 
the Life of Grace. would lai -and 
decay.?, Jn* this there. is a iſparity be- 
tween the viſible Sun, and the ſpiritual : 
though. the frujrfulneſs of every -Plant is 
from his-vital Heat,: and deſcending In- 
fluences, . yet the quality. and kinds of 
- the Frums,/'4s Pain - rh that diftin- 
ouiſhes chem : Grapes are the Vine, 
and Peaches and Apples are from ſeveral 
Trees ; .. but every-Grace in the Saints.is 
from the Selecnding ipfluencys of . I 
ow 
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AHE great Deſign of God 3p his 
" ſaving Meroies, is to transform u« 
| #nto the Image of. his 5, arg 
Holineff. We are eleQted to be holy ; 
redeem'd to be holy ; call'd to be yy - 
and at laſt, we ſhalt be receiu/d into Hee 
vey, and made glorious in Holineſs, with- 
out ſpot or blemiſh. 
It was worthy of the deſcending Deity 
into this lower World, to inſtrutt# and per- 
ſwade Men, by his perfet# Rales and Ex- 
apple, to be holy as God is holy, 1a alt 
manner of Cogyerſation. - | | 
The Enemy of Souls, in combination with 
the Carnal Mind, aſe all their Arts to coot 
our endeavours in following Holineſs ; 4zd 
raiſe an army of Objetions to diſmay us, 
and ſtop our progreſs to Perfettion. . Some- 
times the Deceiver inſpires. a Temptation 
with ſo ſoft a Breath, that *tis not diſ- 
gerrd 5 He ſuggeſts the Connſel. of Solo- 
"= M$ _ 
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mon, Be not Righteous over-much :; The 
intention of the wiſe Preacher, is to direl? 
« in the exerciſe of compaſſionate Charity 
towards- others, and not to cenſure them 
with Rigor and Severity for humane Frail- 
ties ; the Tempter perverts his meaning, 
ro make ws remiſs in Religion, | ſor 
ftrit# Holinep. © Moral Men vaſue then 
ſelves upon their fair Converſation ; they. 
are not. or Ht with , {ou ard vile. q 
rions, but ate externally. ſober ' an d righte- 
" and they will adv 29h that Men ſhould 


0t "Lake 4 "ſur feit of Religion , bat. riſe 
with an appetite. ; that. "tis Wiſdam to uſe 
fo much of . eligion as may quiet. the Cla- 
mours of Copſcience ," ſecure Repatation, , 


and afford "forme colour of Comfort: ' But 
"tis.a ſpice of. Folly to be over-religiou, and 
Jafth expoſes Perſons 70 deriſion, 4s. vainly 
nice and ſcrupulous; They commend the 
golden mean ,. and- under the pretence of 
temper, lake-wixmneſs.. 6 ad et 
The Objeition 7n ſong part of it is ſÞe- 
cious, and apt to ſiay the Minds 'of. 
that do n0t at Lig Y confider things.” T 
Eee, its” falſe Colour, and to make 4 
true an udpment 0 Vi Di f it 
i ro 
Wks if true, there is 4 rediocrity DAY 
vicious extreams , © wherein the eſſence ; 


inferiour Moral V ertges "confiſft ; for y 
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The' Preface. 


are exerciſed upon Objeits of limited Good- 
aefi, and muſt be regalatea both in our Af- 
fections andl AFions, correſponaently tothe 


more eminent and praiſe-worthy it appears. 
Bat in ſpiritual Graces, that raiſe the Soul 
to God, whoſe  Perfettiops are truly infi- 
nite, there'can be no exceff. The divine? 
aegrees of our Love to God, and. fear 7 
offend him, our endeavours in their heigt 

and excellency to obey and pleaſe him, are 
our Wiſdom and Duty.  _ ho 
' That part of the Objeition, That ſtrict 


bly unreaſonable, Did ever any Arti, fb 
t0-excel in the _ Art that he profeſſes * Is 2 
Scholar aſhamd to excel in nſeful Learn- 
ing? Ani ſball a Chriſtian, whoſe high 
and holy Calling obliges him to live be- 
coming its. dignity and purity, be aſbam'd 
of his accurate Converſation ? Can we be 
roo. like God in his Holineſs, his peculiar 
(Glory ? Can. that be matter x Contempt, 
that is the ſupreme honour of the intelli- 
gent Creature ? A Saint, mhen deſpiſed 
with "titles" of Ignominy by the Carnal 
World, ſhould bind their Scorns. as a Dia+ 
. dem about'his Head, and wear them as 
ob A 4 beau- 


Holineſs will expoſe us to Scorn, 15 fi 4 
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 Fhe' Preface. 


braxtiful Ornaments. ; The Apoſtles ro 
Joiced, that ns Bape ed worthy. . 
roſuffer ſhame for the name of Chriſt, 
What foo vo did the Lord of. oy 
Jefer 1%, 08 ? Jud what Ss 3 
7s it , e to. be | 
Ch, Car: 5, and Fw 
Rebroath 7. or bis Glory ? Oar 
| jos. al and ardent endequours to riſe to 
Perfei a: commend us 10 0ar Saverai 
and Sqviow. A wold-dead Heathen is Z 
offenſic [ve and odious_ to Lg than ; we; 
Porn Chriſian. 

7 tis a common Objetion, "That to live 
#1 all things according to Rule, to walk 
circumſpettly and exaQly,. to. be confin'd 
to: the narrow vs will not 0h Os 
but deftroy eur Liberty.” . "This | 
Fiows 4 poſſeſſion » that 4 
their Liberty with theis-. a. 
nou Perſon will rather wear a. "hain ar 
ment of bis onn, than 4 rich Lovery, the 
wark of Servitade. But if Men will «p- 
pou ro their Underſtandings, they will clear- 
ly diſcern that the word, Ciſacts: is abus'd, 
ra give countenance to Licentioaſucfs, There | 
is a free ſubjettion, and « ſervile liberty : 
The Apoſtle tells the Romans, When ye 
were the ſervants of Sin, ye were free 


from Righteouſneſs ; ; and , bring = 
reg 
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The Preface; 
free from Sin, ye became the ſeryants of 
* The Soul has two Faculties, the Under- 
Pending and Will ; The Objett of the Un- 
derſtanding is Truth, either in it ſelf or , 

. eppearance ; the Objett of the Will is Good- 

. weſt, either real or counterfeit, Liberty 
#s radically in the Underſtanding , which 
freely deliberates, and by comparative Con- 

KS diretts the Will to chooſe Good 

, before Evil; and of Good the greater, and 

| of Evil the eff, When the Underſtanding 
is fully illuminated of the abſolute Goodnef 
of an. Objett, without the leaſt mixture of 
Evil, and repreſents it to the Will, it zs 
an att retrograde in Natare, and atterly 

| repugnant ta the Rational Appetite, to re- 
ject tr. The indifference of the Will pre 
ceeds from ome defetts in the Objets, or 
zn the apprehenſion of it ;, but when an in-_ 
Faire. Go is duely repreſented to the Will, 
the choice is moſt clear and free. Of this 
there is an illuſtrious Example in the 45 4 
of Moſes ; He refuſed tobe called the 

0n of Pharaoh's: Daughter ; chooſing 
rather to fuffer Aﬀflition with the peo- 
ple of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures 
of Sin for a ſeaſon: Efteeming the re- 
proach of Chriſt , greater Riches than 
the treaſures of Egypt : For he had an 
Eye to the recompence of Reward, Hs 
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 __ The Preface. 
#nlightened Mind conſider ately" ponderd the 
Eternal Reward, with the tranſient pleaſure 
of Sin, and hit Judgment nas influxive 
on- bis VVill,to chooſe the. glorious Fatu» | 
\ Tity, before the" falſe Luſtre of the Court. 
FVVhat is the goodly pO AY of the 
preſent pmuck” VVorld, but like the Rain- 
bow, painted Tears > The heavenly Fel:- 
city is. ſubſtantial and ſatisfjing. Where 
the-Spirit of the Lords, there is. Li- 
berty. He. difpels the darkneſs, of. the 
Mind, and'by its illuminating guidance, 
zwrns the VVill to accept and embrace thoſe 
Objetts that exceedingly ſatisfie its vaſt 
aefires and capatity, This is an eminent 
part of the divine Image engraven oy the 


Soul in its Greation : * For God 3s fave- 
74ignly free,” and does all things accord- 


ing to the' Counfel of his Will. - Oar 
Servitude was by Seduttion ; Eve being 
deceived,” was in the Tranſgrefſion” Our 
Liberty is reſtor*d by Light ;, The Trath 
makes'us free.” "The neceſſity that progeeds 
from external Compalſion , © and from” tht 
indeliberate and [ſtrong ſway of Natare, 
that determines to one thing, ts, inconſiſtext 
mith Liberty. © The -Underſtanding #.# 
fee Faculty in the apprehenfion of Objedts, 
the VVill *free in the elettion of them: 
But ' in the conſequent choice of the VVill, 
that infallibly* proceeds from Light and 


The: Preface. 
Love, the perfettion of its freedom con- 
fiſts. VVhen God:and his Commands are 
duely repreſented in-their amiable excellen- 
cies, the Love of the Lam-giver, and his 
Laws., - certainly produces Obedjence to it 
with. Choice and Complacency. David ex- 
preſſes his Aﬀettion to the Divine Law, 
and the principal motive of it, IT love . 
wht becauſe *tis pure. As the 
Hands oe free when they are diretted by 
the Ejes ana VVill; ſo a Saint, that with 
underflanding and voluntary weneration 
worſbips God, and. obeys his . Precepts , ; 
which" is our reaſonable Service, exer- an gm 
' Ciſes and enjoys the trueſt, ſweeteſt, and Deocltregna- 
moſt honourable Liberty : Tf the Son make © mn wits 
you free, ye are free indeed. Freedom ad ay enfrenh; 
and Felicity are inſeparable : Servitude is Sen. de Vita 
the fatal concomitant. of Vice. VVhen a _—_ 
Philoſopher was «sk*d, what Advantage he 
had obteind . by the Study of Philo, 
he replyed,. This among others, that if 
all the Laws were cancelPd,: a Philoſo- 
pher would live as uniformly, according 
to the Rules of Decency and Honeſty, 
as before. . 4 Chriſtian that has an in- 
ward Principle of. Divine K nowledge and 
Love, 'without the conſtraint of . Penal 
Laws', will from a clear Judgment and 
Elition obey God with delight and con- 
Fancy 466.16 | 
GR OT There. 
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There is s ſervile Liberty. There 26 
three miſtakes in the V Parll of eternal 
deftraitive conſequence to the Souls of | 
Men ; CONGET ME V Viſdom and- Poll, 
gg og Miſery, Liberty and. Servi- 

Some are ſeeming wiſe , whoſe Is - 
HOrance is. FE: -5 key : Sach p< 
the worldly. wiſe, who contrive and labour 
ro lay up treaſures for themſelves here, 
but are not rich towards God. Osr $4- 
viour gives them 4 true Chardtter, They 
are Foals. Grain are 0 efron, h 
enjoying. what they : mwheregs Tho 
ſet their Love. ng ho ofe Objetts. that 
ferve not that principal Aﬀetction, but are 
pernitions t0 their Souls, they are trah 
miſerable in the fraition of them, "Tis 
the. fign of God's ſevere diſpleaſare to give 
Men: up to heir vile AﬀeQtions. 
Some are ſeeming Fo whoſe Bondage is | 
efteem'd Liberty. C ernal ex preſume 
tbeir Liberty, becauſe they follow th ſwinge 
of their 'Appetites : But they ſerye divers 
Lufts and Pleaſures, i and are voder the 
'dominian of Satan, taken . captive by 
him at his Will. As if 'a e that 
takes | a career in 4 "Pleaſant Plain were free 
when the Bridle. is in his Moath, and he 
is curÞd by the Rider at his leafare; The. 
Apoitles ſay of _ Idolaters, That what they 
facrikc'd to Tdols, they ſacrificed to De: 

vis: 
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vils : *Tis equal tree, that whes Mex 
| ſerve their Laſts , they ſerve the Devil, 
conſtrattively doing things - pleaſing to 
VVhen Man turn'd. Rebel apainſt God, 
he betame an abſolute Slave : Zh Under- 
ſanding is now in the Chains" of Dark- 
neſs, ander Ignorance and Errors ; his 
Fill is inſlav*d by" infamous Laſts; bis 
| Aﬀettions are' fetter'd by inſnaring Ob- 
 jetts, If no Man can ſerve two Ma- 
| fters, how wretched is. their Condition ; 
whoſe numerous and fierce Paſſions exatt 
things contrary, and are their Tyrants ind 
Tormenteys tontinually. 'St. Peter ſpraks 
of impure Perſons, Theif Eyes are full of 
the Adultereſs ; they cannot ceaſe from 
Sin : This 7s true of all Sinneri, whoſe 
Hearts are poſſeſs*d by any kind of Liafts. 
They ate hurfied by them againſt the Reaſon 
and Reſt of their Minds, to the commiſſion of 
Sin; whith ws the moſt cruel and contame= 
| Lious. Bondage ; and the more- ſhameful. bt- 
tauſe voluntary. But they are” inſenſible of 
thoſe ſubtle Chains that bind the Sonl, and 
think themſelves to be the only free Men : 
As when the Angel awaken'd Peter, to re- 
ng vs from Priſon, he thought heſaw 
a Viſion; Jo when they are excited to. go 
out - of thtir dark \ Priſon,” they think the 
fFreeddnh of Duty , the gracious Liberty of 
| the 


the Sons of G 64 4 mere Imacinati 
Like it a Paroxiſm of -a. ph vgs X 
ſongs and talks high, 45 if he mere in per-' 
fett Health, but after the remiſſion of the 
Diſeaſe , feels his Strength broken. with 
Pains, and himſelf near Death ; Thu 
within « little white, when the Farious pres. 
cipitancy of their Paſſions is coold and: 
ey by Aflictions , they will feel. and 
fink under the weight = their Pt Bon- 
age. 


. Another Objeition, and pernicious Ell - 
lacy of the Tempter , whereby he frights 


many Joung Perſons "om the ftrictnefs of 
4 holy Life, s, That. Religion us a ſowre 


Severity ; : they muſt renounce all Delights, 


rurn Capuchins ,. if" they *ſeriouſy.. engage 
themſelves in a Religious Courſe, and re- 
: foot, to ſtrive after pare and perfect Ho- 
lineſs... But there is neither Truth nor 
Terror in this Suggeſtion to the inlighten'd 
Mind. Tis impoſſible true Holineſs ſhoald 
make Men qoyleſs, and in the leaſt degree” 
miſerable, which is in the higheſt Perfetti- 
on'in God, who. is . infinitely Jorfol. and 
bleſſed. Religion aces not extinguiſh the 
Joyful Aﬀeitions,. bit tranſplant them from 
Egypt to Canaan: ''The Plea ſures of Si 
(which are only fe Cowl + the $51 
taſte, raviſh the ng $ Ws. "Bat th 
Jonas 
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Jonathan's Hoxey,, . they. kill. by. taſting..; 


WR 2he» the Smeetreſs is waniſsd, the Stir 
A remains. Whereas the. Joy that proceeds. 
/ rom the exerciſe. and improvement of | Di- 


vine Grace,..and the Love. of God ſhed - 
abroad in.the Heart. by the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Eternal Comforter ,.. tbe. preſent. Re: 
ward of it,. is vital and reviving, the fore- 
taſte of Eternal Life, *Tis trae, Carnal 

= Mez are ſtrangers to this Foy, they car- 
not reliſh Divine Delights ; but the Spirit 
of God, like a new Soul, inſpires the ſan- 
tified with new Thoughts, new Inclinati- 
ons, new Reſolutions, and qualifies them, 
that Spiritual Objefts are infinitely pleaſing 
to them. And whereas Carnal PleMſares 
are but for a ſeaſon, 4nd withip a little 
while aje, and end in bitter diſtaſte, (Am-_ 
non's exceſſive Love was ſuddenly turned 
into more exceſſrve Hatred) Spiritual Joys 
are increafing and ever-ſatisfying. Now 
"tis an infallible Rule to diret# our choice, 
that 1s true __ which the more. we 
enjoy, the more highly we value and love, 


Wo. 


T thought it fit to ſhew the Unreaſon. 
ableneſs of theſe Objettions, that are per- 
verſe and poyſonous, which if not remow/a, 
would blaſt my Deſign, aud defir'd Suicefs; 
in the ſubſequent - Diſcourſes: But "tis 
more eafie to prove our Duty to follow RAE 

*1199 t5 off 1 | p NEIS,' 
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SISOEW 
ly beloved, let. us cleanſe our ſelyes 
frm all- filthineſs. of- Fleſh: and. 


ry 
| fear oi | 
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CHAP. Y. 


2 The Coherence opened. The incon fem 
RS @nd danger of the Ct ommunion of C re 
ftians with Tafidels, The dignity of Be- 
lievers prohibits it. The Promiſe of Di- 

. wine Communion obliges them to ſeparate 

from conta ations Converſe with Unbe- 
lievers. ''The Inference from thoſe Mo- - 

tives. The Mk Yrom all Pollations, 

' and perfeting Holineſs. Parifying them- 

ſetves # "the? Dity” of Chriſtians, A 

fide le of Holineſs, attuated by the 

| Fort es ach the Spirit, is requiſite - 10 en- 

6 Chriſtians 30 purifie themſelves. The 
* "Pollations of the Fleſh from" the +. 4 


inf age Fendve tite. — 
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debaſe Hi ature. 
On B 
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"Sp virieual Perfetfim. "1 
—_— parifying from Unceunneh, and | 
th Cu a Joecifes, Means —_ 


HE Words-are argumentative, - 
inferring the indiſpenſable mY 


-of ChriRians to Preierys: 
Glee xe ore from the ox dolagrous it 
-pure World, by the conſideration of the 
Promiſes ſpec 0d; in the precedent. Chap- 
ter :\ What fellowſbip bath. Righteon[neſs | 
with Unrighteouſneſs ? And what compmu- 
nion hath Light with Darkneſs ?. And what 
-v0ncord. Pe « Chriſt with Belial ? What | 
part hath he that believes with au Infidel ? | 
The form of Queſtions evidently implics | 
the Ro ananany By ks them; Þ 
an danger from ommynion. 2 
We are not 1n Parade where the. Vi. # 
per and_the Aſp were innocent ,. and | 
t be handled without danger. from 

their Poyſon, but in a. contagiqus.. 'orld, 
full of Corrupters and Corrupted. 

repreſents the dignity of true Believers 
To. e are the temple of the living God : "He 
hath ſaid, I will dwell is "thong andw alk 
in them ; and I rode. ir God, .4 hey 
" ball be+ <2 le. Arits 
on at pole gh fo okegol Jabs 

welr. among t 


fp eta of the Dead,. ,- Sd; -: 


Fupon and Raton the holy | 


Y 
# 
A 


a» 


| Fa he # 
fe is ;& 
ta UN e 
| witt and «ths _ Irs Lord 
mighty. © The,Promiſe cantains the high- 
eſt honour, and. moſt perfet fallciry of 
the reaſonable. Creature. OT 


In the Text are obſervable, 
I. nib Tits bh LOOIRY the Apoitic 


drefles to thern, Having therefore 
dearly beloved. 
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HI, The matter of the Addreſs : To 
wits after pure and_perfe& Holi- 
nels. 

nm, The Motives * . The exceeding 

A great and 'inwgeed Prothiſes afſur*d 


to them 
himſelf. 


Having therefore theſe Promiſes, ah 
beloved, The title expreſſes the txut 
and ſtrength of his AﬀeCtion. 

t. To rn his gs to their 
a Mind' by 


cceptance. 
clear convi&ion ,- bir Love opens. the 
ISAT. by penn alivs Lee aa ," and 


makes ' 


from the Mouth of God 


ace, I beſexch you brethrep.' * 
of osr Lord Teſus Chriſt, &c. » Cor. 1. 
> {0 et gnerig RP LES a 
2. The matter of the\ Addteſs : The 
a us from all pollution of Fleſh | 
and Spirit, and the changing vs into the . . 
unſpotted Image. of God's Holineſs. 
Theſe are the comprehenſfive' ſum -of re- 
newing Grace, and are inſeparable. The 
Holy Spirit works" both 'together-1n the 
Saints ; as the Sun, by the fame @mana- 
tion of Light, diſpels the darkneſs of the | 
Air, and irradiates it, ' But they are not  ? 
_ rnefely different notions,” but different ' 
. parts of SanQification. For the corrup- 
tion of Nature is not” a inere privati 
of Holineſs , . as Darkneſs is of Light, 
but a "contrary * inherent quality , the: 
Principle of all ficful Evils." We are; 
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